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signed*" Lady Carson " walked up to Hyde Park Corner; but
there didn't seem to be much excitement, and I heard some
soldiers say Germany couldn't be trusted. Edward made a
speech for the Serbians at their headquarters, it being Kosovo
Day, their great festival. He made a most splendid speech and
they were all delighted, and the little Yovanovitch girl gave me
a most lovely bouquet of carnations. We drove up afterwards
and sat in the Park to get some air.. .."
On the 3rd of July, 1919, the Prime Minister reported the
Peace of Versailles to the House of Commons* There was no
trace of past or hint of future differences in the eulogy which
Carson pronounced on Mr. Lloyd George upon that occasion,
" I had the honour," he said, " of serving in the Cabinet with
him in the very darkest days of our country's history. His
patriotism, his courage and his genius . *. were the greatest con-
tribution that any man in the whole country has given to the
war . .. and history will say of him that he did more than any
other man to preserve the liberties of the world."
Carson, always magnanimous, was kindly in retrospect. He
went on to speak of the burden borne in the early days of the
war by Mr* Asquith, who had had very great difficulties to con-
tend with in bringing the nation to a full sense of its obligations.
'*. , . He suffered a personal loss, and when he went to the other
side of the House, when he left the Government, he showed an
example of patriotism which many ... might copy."1
This tribute, the only reference to Mr. Asquith in that debate,
deeply touched the fallen statesman, who found, in the kindness
of an old enemy, consolation for the neglect of old friends.
Sinn Fein crept like an assassin close upon the back of these
triumphant rituals. In that year some twenty policemen were
murdered, some of them in broad day in the crowded streets of
Cork and Dublin, whose citizens dared not lay a hand upon the
criminals, and countless outrages were committed upon the
returning soldiers and the Loyalists, Sinn Fein found a new and
surprising ally. " I know perfectly well," Carson had said in his
brush with Northclifte, " the reward you reap for criticising the
Press. Thank God I never cared what they said about me." He
: however, to be touched in something he held dearer than
* ParL Deb., H. of Cv vol. cxvii, co. 1288-4.